
General Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller

SEPTEMBER 26

Comrades and Auxiliary Members,
     September is upon us, and that means football
season!  Last month, I mentioned that DirecTV had
lost the commercial distribution rights to NFL Sunday
Ticket and that we’d be making some infrastructure changes to get
ready for the season.  Well, they managed to get everything straightened
out at the last minute and worked out a deal with EverPass to continue
distributing NFL Sunday Ticket, so we’re all set for kickoff!  This year,
we’re also planning a special game-day menu on Sundays, so come out to
the canteen, grab something to eat, and watch the games with your fellow members.
     Speaking of menus, our new canteen menu is scheduled to go live on Labor Day, September 7th.  Carl and
our staff have put a lot of work into getting everything ready, and we’re excited to finally roll it out.  As I
mentioned last month, any time you make a change like this, there are bound to be some growing pains.  Please
be patient with our bartenders and kitchen staff while everyone gets accustomed to the new items and
procedures.  I’m looking forward to hearing what everyone thinks once we’ve had a chance to settle in.
     This month also marks twenty-five years since the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001.  For many of
us, the memories of that day remain as vivid today as they were twenty-five years ago.  We remember where
we were, what we were doing, and the disbelief we felt as we watched the events unfold.
     Nearly 3,000 people lost their lives that day, including hundreds of firefighters, law enforcement officers,
and other first responders who ran toward danger while others were trying to escape it.  In the days and
years that followed, another generation of American servicemen and women answered the call to defend our
country, many of whom would sacrifice their lives or return home forever changed by their service.
     As veterans, we have a special responsibility to remember – not only those we lost on September 11th,
but also those who served and sacrificed in the years that followed.  Please join us in the canteen at 6:00 PM
on September 11th as we pause to remember and honor them.  Twenty-five years have passed, but we have
not forgotten.
     August was another busy month around Post 1503.
     On August 21st, we had a great turnout of golfers and volunteers for our annual Golf Tournament.  Events
like this don’t happen without a lot of work behind the scenes, so a big thank you goes to Comrade Jordan
and his team, along with everyone who volunteered, sponsored, played, or otherwise helped make the
tournament a success.  Great job!
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Post Commander . . . Robert “Check” Adamczyk
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Junior Vice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kendall Jones
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1 Year Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Dodge
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Benefits Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Wiseman
Past Commander. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Guinan
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     Then, on August 29th, we loaded up the bus and headed to New York City with a completely sold-out
trip!  Congratulations to Comrades Ortiz and Goya and everyone else who helped put the trip together.
Judging by the response, I think it’s safe to say our members enjoy getting out of town every once in a while!
     Shirts are in!  After a couple of attempts to get inventory onto the shelves before our members bought
everything in sight, we’ve officially restarted the Post store.  Our first batch of shirts is now available for sale in
the canteen.  Stop by and take a look while we have your size.  We’re continuing to work on expanding what
we offer, so keep an eye out for more Post 1503 merchandise in the future.
     September also brings POW/MIA Recognition Day.  On September 18th at 6:00 PM, we’ll hold a
POW/MIA ceremony in the canteen.  The POW/MIA flag and the empty table serve as reminders that there
are American servicemen and women who never returned home and families who never received the answers
they deserved.  I encourage everyone who can to join us as we honor them and reaffirm that they are not
forgotten.
     We have plenty of other things happening around the Post this month as well, including the MOC/MOCA
Flea Market, the Department School of Instruction, and even an AI training session on September 26th.  And
looking a little further ahead, don’t forget about our Author Showcase on October 17th.  VFW and Auxiliary
authors will receive a free table to sell and sign their books, and non-members may reserve a table for $20.
See the flyer for additional details.

Upcoming Dates
September 5 – MOC/MOCA Flea Market
September 7 – Labor Day / New Menu Launch
September 11 – Patriot Day / 9/11 Ceremony, Canteen, 6:00 PM
September 12 – Department School of Instruction, A-Hall
September 13 – NFL Regular Season Sunday
September 18 – POW/MIA Ceremony, Canteen, 6:00 PM
September 18 – Air Force Birthday
September 26 – AI Training, Meeting Room
October 17 – Author Showcase

     As we head into the fall, there’s a lot happening at Post 1503, and none of it happens without our
members.  Whether you’re volunteering at an event, helping behind the scenes, bringing a prospective member
into the Post, or simply showing up and supporting what we’re doing, you’re helping make Post 1503 stronger.
     Keep volunteering.  Keep recruiting.  Keep looking out for one another.  And most importantly, keep
remembering why we’re here in the first place – to serve veterans, their families, and our community.
     I’ll see you around the Post.

Robert “Check” Adamczyk
Post Commander

                                                                                                        cdrpost1503@vfwva.org



Hello everyone,
     September came fast and kids are
back in school.  Auxiliary had a busy
month as some of us went to both
Department and District School of
Instruction (SOI).

We had a wonderful
turnout for the dinner at our
Post on the 14th of August and some played a game afterward.

Thank you to each and
everyone that came out to
make the Golf tournament a
great success.  Some Auxiliary

members helped filling 100 bags for the event, filled with goodies,
donated by the Auxiliary to the players.  Some Auxiliary members
helped at the Golf course, some at the Post 1503 Pavilion serving food
afterwards.
     At August Auxiliary meeting we had 37 members attending.  Let’s welcome our 10 new members Francis,
Kristy, Maureen, Melissa, Mary Ann, Jackculyn, Anita, Lourdes, Shirley and Eunsook.  Hope to see you at our
September meeting.
     Also we will hold our Auxiliary chairman meeting, Malta training and Q&A after our Breakfast on
September 19th for everyone interested.  Please come out we would love to meet/see you again.

Venee Alicea received 2 awards at the National Convention in Reno for the
Youth activities Program and was acknowleged for her awards at the School of
Instructions in Hopewell.

Karla Coker received the outstanding Treasurer Performance in Membership
award from the Department.

Looking forward to seeing you at our next Auxiliary meeting, September 16th at
19:00h.

Upcoming Dates/Events
• September 5th MOCA flea Market
• September11th Patriot Day Commemoration
• September 18th Pow/MIA Ceremony in Canteen
• September 18th Air Force Birthday
• September 19th Auxiliary Breakfast at Post 1503 at 9:30h

• September 19th Aux. Malta/Chairman training, Q&A after Breakfast
• September 27th Gold Star Family day

Loyally,
Monika Walczyk

VFW Auxiliary 1503 President
monika.walczyk.aux1503@gmail.com

571-232-0187

VFW AUXILIARY
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monika Walczyk
Sr. Vice President . . . . . . . . . Betty Gimble
Jr. Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Kelli Levitt
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kelli Levitt
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karla Coker
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Alicea
Conductor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monica Stevens
Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evette Strain
Trustee #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venee Alicea
Trustee #2 . . . . . . . . . . . Brenda Richardson
Trustee #3 . . . . . . . . . . . Sandra Schirmbeck
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venee Alicea
Patriotic Instructor . . . . . . . . Joyce Gibbs

AUXILIARY OFFICERS



MOC / MOCA
     Hello!  Pup Tent 14 is looking to a busy month in September.  The Cooties and Cootie
Auxiliary will have our Flea Market on the 5th.  Come see if you can snag a deal and get
some great BBQ!
     Also, the Cooties voted to raise $10,000 to buy a smoker for the veterans living at the
Puller Veterans Care Center.  If you would like to support the fundraiser, you can go to
https://givebutter.com/pvcc2026
     We are growing!  Congratulations to Kendal, Danny, and Conrado for completing the 3rd Degree.  We are
happy to have them in our “crummy” organization!

Keep ’Em Smiling In Beds Of White!

Ken Wiseman                                                                                       Kelli Levitt
Seam Squirrel, Pup Tent 14                                                                                                 MOCA President

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
U.S. AIR FORCE



Gold Star Mother’s & Family’s Day
     Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day is observed on the last Sunday in
September and stands as one of the most solemn and meaningful dates
on our nation’s calendar.  For veterans, this day carries a unique
significance.  It honors not only the fallen brothers and sisters we
remember, but also the families who continue to carry their legacy forward.
     The Gold Star tradition began during World War I, when families displayed service flags in their windows.
A blue star represented a loved one serving in uniform; a gold star signified that the service member had been
killed in action.  What started as a simple symbol quickly became a national emblem of honor, grief, and
resilience.
     One mother, Grace Darling Seibold, transformed her personal loss into a mission of compassion.  After
her son George was killed in 1918, she dedicated herself to supporting other grieving mothers.  Her efforts
led to the founding of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. in 1928 – a service organization that remains active
today, supporting veterans, families, and communities across the country.
     For veterans, the gold star is more than a symbol – it is a reminder of the comrades who never returned
home.  For families, it represents a loved one whose life ended in service to the nation.  The gold star
embodies honor for the service member’s sacrifice, grief carried by those left behind, pride in a legacy of
courage, and resilience in the face of unimaginable loss to the family left behind.  Today, hundreds of thousands
of Gold Star Families live across the United States.  Their stories continue to shape our nation’s understanding
of service and sacrifice.
     Veterans’ groups play a vital role in keeping the legacy of Gold Star Families alive with memorial and
wreath-laying ceremonies, moments of silence for fallen comrades, community gatherings to support surviving
families, and educational programs for our younger generations.  These observances strengthen the bond
between veterans and the families who share in the cost of service.  They also ensure that Gold Star Families
never feel alone in their grief.  Organizations such as American Gold Star Mothers, TAPS, and numerous
veterans’ service groups continue to provide support, advocacy, and community for those navigating life after
loss.
     Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day is not just a national observance – it is personal.  It honors the
memory of those who served beside us and acknowledges the families who stood behind them.  It reinforces a
promise shared across generations of service members:
     We will never forget the sacrifice of our fallen heroes, nor the families who bear
their memory.

All Gave Some, Some Gave All!
Yours in Patriotism,
Dom Dionne

Commander
MOPH Chapter 1775

MILITARY ORDER PURPLE HEART



Need a HUG?  Give a HUG…
     I remember a line from one of my favorite shows
that stuck with me:  “The best way to help yourself is to
put your arm around someone who needs it more than
you do.”  It seems to me, we receive the most joy and
make the biggest difference when we use our God-given
abilities to help those God brings into our lives, whether
they be our family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, or a
perfect stranger.

Helping Others is Good for What Ails Us!
     Studies have shown that symptoms of stress and depression can be eased by volunteering and serving the
needs of others.  Helping others is a proven way to divert our attention from our own worries.  Using our
gifts and talents builds self-confidence, energy, and strength.

Helping Others Builds Friendships.
     When we help others, a bond inevitably forms.  A passage in the New Testament reads:  “… let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.”  I am certain this is a key ingredient in the recipe
for how we should live and thrive.

Helping Others Strengthens Us.
     Helping others has a way of moving us out of our comfort zones and allows us to grow.  It’s not so much
about what we can do; rather, it’s about what God can do within us and through us.  That’s when we start
eagerly walking through the doors to help others that God opens before us.  God not only calls those already
equipped to serve, but he also equips those he calls to serve.

     Opportunities to help others are all around us.  We need only recognize these opportunities when they
present themselves; and, when a door to help others opens in front of us, walk through it and receive the
blessings that are waiting on the other side.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, Almighty God, open my eyes to see the needs of those around me.  Fill
my heart with your love and compassion, and give me the courage to step in and help.  Father, help
me to recognize that sometimes the best way to help myself is to help someone else whose needs are
greater than mine.       Amen

Ed Bennett
Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER



FACILITY HAPPENINGS
     After weeks of discussions and changes the new menu will finally
be available September 7th.  Thank you for your patience on this.
September is a big month for birthdays so happy birthday in advance
to all Virgo and Libra born members.  We also have many planned
activities in the pavilion.  It’s good to see it being used the way it was
intended.  I will remind all members that the pavilion and the entire
property is drug free, and you cannot bring your own alcohol unless
you have an ABC license.  You are allowed to buy alcohol in the
canteen and take it outside in a plastic cup, and beer cans are allowed outside.  Please dump your cans and
cups in the trash when you’re done.  We are working on putting equipment in place to extend our wifi to the
pavilion.  I am looking forward to a Sunday afternoon game in the pavilion.  Lastly, we have equipment coming
to allow us to put the NFL games on the three new TVs in the Canteen.  Thanks for your support and
understanding.

Carl Richardson
General Manager

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE VFW?
The info is out there!

National level info, news, and programs:  https://vfw.org
Department (State) level info, news, and programs:  https://vfwva.org/

District level info, news, and programs:  https://vfwvadist10.org/
If you are reading the newsletter in paper format, put the URLs above in a browser to go to the sites.



YOUR PHOTOS NEEDED

Send us your photos so we
can use them around the Post...
Please submit your PHOTOS

of our Post Events to
https://vfwus.org/1503pics

We are not able to use all photographs
submitted to us, but we appreciate

every bit of input!

VFW RIDERS GROUP
     The Chapter is growing and we are always looking for riders and
supporters to join the crew!  Look for the VFW Riders vests and talk to us
about it.
     For information, check out the “VFW Riders” section of
“Programs” on the post’s website, VFW1503.org

Chapter Motto:  So the road has us surrounded – good!  Now we can ride in any
direction!



VFW POST 1503
GUEST POLICY

Frequently Asked Questions 
To ensure compliance with Post policies and regulations, all members and guests are

expected to follow the guidelines below. 
Q. Can a guest purchase food or beverages in the canteen using cash, a credit card,
or other personal funds?A. No. Guests are not permitted to make purchases in the canteen using their own money. 
Q. Can a guest stand in line at the bar?A. Yes. Guests may stand in line to redeem beverage chips provided by their sponsor or assist their sponsor with carrying food or beverages. 
Q. Can a guest purchase beverages using chips provided by their sponsor?A. Yes. A guest may redeem beverage chips provided by their sponsor. By providing the chips, the sponsor has already assumed responsibility for the associated expense. 
Q. Can a guest purchase beverages on their sponsor's tab?A. No. Sponsors are responsible for their guests' conduct and financial obligations. A sponsor cannot effectively monitor or control charges that are not visible until a tab is closed. 
Q. Can a guest open a tab if the sponsor intends to pay it later?A. No. Sponsors are responsible for their guests' conduct and financial obligations. Because charges would not be visible until the tab is settled, sponsors cannot adequately monitor or control those expenses.  
SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITIES  Responsible for their guests' conduct while on Post property  Responsible for their guests' compliance with all Post rules and policies  Responsible for expenses incurred on behalf of their guests  Ensure guests understand and follow canteen procedures  Ensure guests depart the Post when their sponsor departs  

QUESTIONS?
Please contact the General Manager during normal business hours. 











Join the 
community!

IMPACT OVERVIEW

Veteran 
gamers.

2,250+
answering VA benefits 
questions daily.

DEDICATED VFW
SERVICE
OFFICER

have leveraged CTG to start
gaming nights – one building 
a gaming room to support 
student veterans.

4VFW
POSTS

5 VETERANS’
LIVES SAVED
during crisis by 
using connections 
made through CTG.

GAMES

Combat Tested Gaming (CTG) has become the fastest-growing veterans gaming community in 
America. We are approaching 2,500 veteran gamers on our Discord server and streaming 
gameplay on our Combat Tested Gaming Twitch channel. Join our Discord community to 
connect with other veterans and active duty server members who play your game of choice! 
Subscribe to our Twitch and YouTube channels to watch our gameplay and experience the thrill 
and camaraderie of our gamers.

CTG has quickly succeeded in reaching its early objectives. Now, as we look to the future, we set 
our sights on becoming THE leader in the veteran gaming space by continuing to promote the 
program and through partnering with a veteran-owned company which specializes in building the 
gaming infrastructure needed to support our growth and long-term success. 

Data from March 2025

- Rocket League
- Call of Duty
- Call of Duty: Warzone
- World of Warcraft
- Valorant
- Madden
- MLB: The Show
- Rainbow Six Siege
- NBA 2K
- Helldivers 2
- Apex Legends
- Fortnite
- League of Legends
- The Finals
- EA Sports FC
- And more! We are adding

games consistently.
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Next Monthly Meeting

September 16th


