
General Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller

JULY 26

Comrades and Auxiliary Members,
     First and foremost, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude for the confidence you have placed
in me by electing me as Commander of VFW Post
1503.  It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve this incredible
organization.  I would also like to congratulate all of our newly elected
and appointed officers.  I look forward to working alongside each of you
as we continue the proud tradition of service, leadership, and
camaraderie that has made Post 1503 the largest VFW Post in the
world.
     As I assume command, I do so with tremendous confidence in our Post, our leadership team, our staff, our
volunteers, and most importantly, our members.  I am incredibly proud of what we have accomplished
together and excited about what lies ahead.  The strength of Post 1503 has always been found in the
dedication of those willing to step forward, volunteer their time, and
work together for the good of our organization and our community.
     It’s been a busy month since assuming command on May 30, 2026.
We celebrated Women Veterans Day, Flag Day, and Juneteenth,
recognizing the service, sacrifices, and contributions of so many who
have helped shape our nation and our military heritage.  Our Senior
Vice Commander, Conrado Morgan, led the Army Ball Committee in
putting on another outstanding Army Ball.  We also provided our
members and guests a special Father’s Day breakfast menu that was
well received.  Special thanks to the staff for supporting all these
events.
     We recently held our first Wednesday Movie Night on June 24,
featuring the movie “VFW”.  Due to the requirements of our licensing
agreement, we are unable to publicly announce movie titles in advance,
but we look forward to continuing this new activity and encourage
everyone to join us for future screenings.
     By the time you read this, we will have celebrated General Lewis B.
“Chesty” Puller’s birthday with a burger special and supported Lionel
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Post Commander . . . Robert “Check” Adamczyk
Senior Vice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Conrado Morgan
Junior Vice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kendall Jones
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Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ed Bennett
3 Year Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bernie Carter
2 Year Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Gimble
1 Year Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Dodge
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . Charles “Romeo” Marlowe
Benefits Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Wiseman
Past Commander. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Guinan
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Ward’s Cancer Benefit Concert which reflects the spirit of fellowship and community support that defines our
Post.
     You may also have noticed a new addition to the canteen:  a television above the bar displaying trivia.
Participation is easy and free.  Simply download the app to your phone, sign up, and see your name appear on
the leaderboard displayed on the TV.  QR codes are posted throughout the canteen, and business cards with
instructions are available on the table near the entrance.  Take a card with you, and you can even play from
home.
     Looking ahead to July, we will once again participate in the Fourth of July Parade.  Members interested in
marching or riding with the Post should contact Past Commander Ben Guinan and be prepared to depart the
Post at 0845.  Following the parade, we will host a public cookout in the Pavilion beginning at 1300.  Volunteers
are needed, and anyone interested in helping should contact our General Manager, Carl Richardson.
     Later in the month, several members will travel to Reno, Nevada, for the VFW National Convention,
followed by the Military Order of the Cootie Supreme Scratch in nearby Sparks, Nevada.  We will also
continue our Movie Night tradition with another screening on Wednesday, July 22, in the canteen.
     Some of you have noticed some changes in the canteen as we begin stronger enforcement of our house
rules.  As a reminder, we are a private veterans service organization that also operates a canteen for the
enjoyment of our members.  Our charter and our license come with certain restrictions and responsibilities.
Part of the guidance provided by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority states:

“Guest privileges must be sufficiently restrictive to render a club a private
place.  Virginia ABC shall restrict nonmember use of club premises to maintain
the private character of a licensed club.”

     To help answer questions, a frequently asked questions sheet has been posted throughout the canteen and
is included elsewhere in this newsletter.  One important point to emphasize is that this is not a change to our
house rules.  Rather, it is a renewed effort to consistently enforce the same rules that have been in place for
many years.  I appreciate everyone’s patience during the inevitable growing pains associated with this effort, as
well as your cooperation with our bartenders, MAs, and other staff as we work together to maintain
compliance with our rules and licensing requirements.
     As we begin this new year, I am optimistic about our future.  Post 1503 has accomplished remarkable
things because generations of dedicated members have invested their time, talent, and energy into building the
organization we enjoy today.  Together, we will continue that legacy.  I look forward to working with all of you
as we move this Post forward, accomplish great things in the coming year, and continue the outstanding work
of those who came before us.

Yours in Comradeship,
Robert "Check" Adamczyk

Commander, VFW Post 1503

                                                                                                        cdrpost1503@vfwva.org





July Greetings 1503 Auxiliary!  Hope
everyone is enjoying the summer
weather so far.
     Thank you to everyone that came to
our June meeting to support me and the
newly elected Officers.  We had 1 new
member attending.  Also, we reached
1,200 members, good job.  Let us
welcome Diane, Anne Marie, Patricia, Dana, Sandra M., Barbara, Collette,
Kenneth, RoDonda and Sandra K. as our new members.

Kelli and Tom had us covered for a recruiting table
at the Gun show on June 7th.

We had 8 Auxiliary members attending on June
12th Women Veterans Day celebration in the Canteen.
On June 13th we had Flag Retirement Ceremony at the
Prince Wiliam Training Facil ity with 5 Auxiliary
members helping.  On the 14th some of us attended the
251st Army Birthday in the Canteen.  For Juneteenth
some of us attended the Commanders presentation.

On June 13th our first brainstorming session went
well.  It was a great get-together!

Also, this month’s Auxiliary Breakfast went well on
June 20th with 10 Auxiliary and two Comrades
attending.

We received several awards at the June
Department Convention:
• Americanism Program – 3rd place Award
• Auxiliary Outreach Program – Certificate
• Buddy Poppy/National Home – Participation Award
• Historian & Media Relations – 3rd place Award
• Outstanding Auxiliary Award – Board Plate
• Veterans & Family Support Program – Certificate
• Department Top Recruiter Award – Debbie Nichols

America’s 250th Birthday
If you would like to participate in the Dale City 4th

of July Parade, please plan to be at the Post at 8am on
July 4th so we can decorate the vehicles and load the
candy.  You may walk or ride, some might do a little of
both.  The Post 1503 annual July 4th BBQ will surely be
a hit with activities for the Kids.  If you can HELP, please
see Carl Richardson, our Facility Manager.

VFW AUXILIARY
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monika Walczyk
Sr. Vice President . . . . . . . . . Betty Gimble
Jr. Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Kelli Levitt
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kelli Levitt
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karla Coker
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Alicea
Conductor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monica Stevens
Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evette Strain
Trustee #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venee Alicea
Trustee #2 . . . . . . . . . . . Brenda Richardson
Trustee #3 . . . . . . . . . . . Sandra Schirmbeck
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venee Alicea
Patriotic Instructor . . . . . . . . Joyce Gibbs
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     If you have not attended a meeting since joining, please do so!  We would like to meet you!  When you
have Questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me or any of our Officers.

Upcoming Dates/Events
• July 4th Dale City Parade 8am at Post 1503 to load and decorate
• July 4th Annual BBQ
• July 15th Aux. Meeting
• July 18 Lunch at El Paso (Woodbridge)
• July 25-29 National Convention, Reno

Monika Walczyk
VFW Auxiliary 1503 President

Monika.walczyk.aux1503@gmail.com
571-232-0187

YOUR PHOTOS NEEDED

Send us your photos so we
can use them around the Post...
Please submit your PHOTOS

of our Post Events to
https://vfwus.org/1503pics

We are not able to use all photographs
submitted to us, but we appreciate

every bit of input!



MOC / MOCA
     We have kicked off another “crummy” year for the Cooties.  We are known for fun,
but our mission is noble and we will be busy making great things happen for veterans and
the VFW.
     With the Puller Veterans Care Center on Vint Hill admitting veterans for long-term
care, our Pup Tent will be working with the MOC Auxiliary and others to create the best life possible as they
enjoy their retirement.  We had two events in June at the Center and we will be there every month
volunteering.  July will be busy with the Independence Day parade, National Convention, and Supreme
Convention.
     We hope you have a safe and fun July!

Keep ’Em Smiling In Beds Of White!

Ken Wiseman                                                                                       Kelli Levitt
Seam Squirrel, Pup Tent 14                                                                                                 MOCA President

Happy 250th Birthday America!
     We are the home of the free because of the brave.  Freedom comes
at a cost, paid for with the blood of patriots.  Our military brothers and
sisters have been paying this price since the first shot was fired in
Lexington, Massachusetts, throughout our nation’s history, and even in the
ongoing Operation Epic Fury in the Middle East.
     As we celebrate this special birthday with our families and friends, let’s never forget to pray for those
standing vigil to keep us safe and honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  We must never forget the cost
of our freedom.

     Happy Independence Day! Thank you to all who have served and continue to serve
to keep our country free.

All Gave Some, Some Gave All!
Yours in Patriotism,
Dom Dionne

Commander
Chapter 1775

MILITARY ORDER PURPLE HEART

VFW RIDERS GROUP
     The Chapter is growing and we are always looking for riders and
supporters to join the crew!  Look for the VFW Riders vests and talk to us
about it.
     For information, check out the “VFW Riders” section of
“Programs” on the post’s website, VFW1503.org

Chapter Motto:  So the road has us surrounded – good!  Now we can ride in any
direction!



“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto
all the inhabitants thereof”

Inscription on the Liberty Bell … Leviticus 25:10

     The 4th of July commemorates the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.  This
historic document declared the thirteen American
colonies’ independence from British rule, marking the
birth of the United States of America.

     The day serves as a reminder of the values of liberty,
justice, and the pursuit of happiness that form the
bedrock of our guiding beliefs and American identity.  In essence, the 4th of July is more than a historical
milestone; it is a day of celebration, reflection, and renewed dedication to the ideals that continue to shape the
United States.

     Let us give thanks on this momentous day and reflect on what God had done in the United States of
America.  Let us remember the sacrifices that were made to earn and defend the liberties that we enjoy; and
let us pray for our military who continue to protect those liberties.  And let us make time to offer a prayer of
thanks to God for His abundant blessings.

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.  We didn’t pass it to our
children in the bloodstream.  It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do
the same or one day, we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United States, where men were free.”

- Ronald Reagan

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of freedom.  Thank You for the men and women
who have sacrificed their very lives so that I may enjoy this gift of freedom and continue to bless those
who even now safeguard our country.       Amen

Ed Bennett
Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER



FACILITY HAPPENINGS
Greetings Comrades and Auxiliary members,
     The 4th of July is upon us once again and this year’s celebration
is going to be bigger than ever.   With that said, we will not be
serving breakfast on the 4th.  The kitchen Staff will be prepping for
the Community Cookout starting at 1pm to 4pm, and the canteen
will close at 6pm.
     The Commander mentioned in his article that we are a private
club and we will be enforcing the guest rules.  The Bartenders and
Master At Arms are tasked to enforce these rules so please do not make their job harder than it should be, if
you have any concerns or you disagree with the policies, come to the meetings and raise your concerns or
write a letter to the Commander.
     During the monthly meeting I stated that we have to adjust our food prices on our menu and daily specials
due to food cost increases.  The new menu and food cost increases will be made after the next monthly
meeting.  In closing I would like to remind all our members that the Post hours of operation are posted in the
canteen and at the two entrances to the building.  When the canteen closes, so does the Pavilion.  Have a
wonderful and safe 4th July.

Carl Richardson
General Manager



POST HISTORIAN’S ARCHIVE
MILITARY HISTORY EVENTS AND SITES IN THE VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND 

WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA – JULY 2026
July 2026 is a landmark month as our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence.
The centerpiece is the National Independence Day Parade along Constitution Avenue NW in 
Washington, D.C. (typically beginning around 11:45 a.m.), featuring military color guards, marching units, bands,
and patriotic floats.  On the National Mall and Washington Monument grounds, the Salute to America 
250 Celebration promises an unforgettable day.  These events highlight the military’s enduring role in our 
freedoms. Details at dc250.us, america250.org, or nps.gov.  Many activities are free; arrive early for prime 
viewing and parking.

First Battle of Manassas Anniversary (July 21, 1861)
Head to Manassas National Battlefield Park in Prince William County, Virginia, for programs marking 
the 165th anniversary of the First Battle of Manassas (First Bull Run).  Expect special ranger-guided tours 
(Henry Hill and Brawner Farm), living history demonstrations, interpretive talks, and Junior Ranger activities, 
often scheduled around July 18–21 or the nearest weekend (confirm the exact 2026 schedule at nps.gov/
mana).

Battle of Fort Stevens (July 11–12, 1864)
In Washington, D.C., explore Fort Stevens (in the Brightwood neighborhood) and the adjacent 
Battleground National Cemetery.  This engagement marked the only Civil War battle fought inside 
the District of Columbia, as Confederate Lt. Gen. Jubal Early’s forces threatened the capital’s defenses.  Self-
guided tours, wayside exhibits, and occasional commemorative programs highlight this dramatic defense of 
Washington.

Must-Visit Military History Sites
• Arlington National Cemetery (Arlington, VA):  Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier, Memorial Amphitheater, and gravesites spanning all American conflicts. Possible special July 4
observances.

• National Mall Memorials (Washington, D.C.):  WWII Memorial (with its 56 pillars and fountains),
Vietnam Veterans Memorial (“The Wall”), Korean War Veterans Memorial, and others – especially moving
amid Independence Day crowds and tributes.

• Mount Vernon (Fairfax County, VA):  George Washington’s estate with ongoing America 250
programming, Revolutionary War artifacts, mansion tours, and summer living history.

• Antietam National Battlefield (Sharpsburg, MD):  Site of the bloodiest single day in American
history (September 17, 1862); excellent summer ranger programs and driving tours available.

• Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military (VA):  Four major Civil War battlefields with
outstanding visitor centers and preserved landscapes.

For the latest details, schedules, and any updates on 2026 programming, visit the NPS websites, dc250.us, 
or va250.org.  Local VFW resources and calendars are also excellent sources.  You can contact me at 
vandergriffdonald@usa.net or cell 571-344-0886.

Don Vandergriff
Post Historian

https://dc250.us
https://america250.org
https://nps.gov
https://nps.gov/mana
https://dc250.us
https://va250.org


VFW POST 1503
GUEST POLICY

Frequently Asked Questions

To ensure compliance with Post policies and regulations, all members and guests are
expected to follow the guidelines below. 

Q. Can a guest purchase food or beverages in the canteen using cash, a credit card,
or other personal funds?A. No. Guests are not permitted to make purchases in the canteen using their own money.
Q. Can a guest stand in line at the bar?A. Yes. Guests may stand in line to redeem beverage chips provided by their sponsor orassist their sponsor with carrying food or beverages.
Q. Can a guest purchase beverages using chips provided by their sponsor?A. Yes. A guest may redeem beverage chips provided by their sponsor. By providing thechips, the sponsor has already assumed responsibility for the associated expense.
Q. Can a guest purchase beverages on their sponsor's tab?A. No. Sponsors are responsible for their guests' conduct and financial obligations. Asponsor cannot effectively monitor or control charges that are not visible until a tab isclosed.
Q. Can a guest open a tab if the sponsor intends to pay it later?A. No. Sponsors are responsible for their guests' conduct and financial obligations.Because charges would not be visible until the tab is settled, sponsors cannot adequatelymonitor or control those expenses.
SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITIES Responsible for their guests' conduct while on Post property Responsible for their guests' compliance with all Post rules and policies Responsible for expenses incurred on behalf of their guests Ensure guests understand and follow canteen procedures Ensure guests depart the Post when their sponsor departs 

QUESTIONS?
Please contact the General Manager during normal business hours. 





VFW 
Post 150 
*** 

FRIDAY FOREST GREENS 

AUGUST 21, 2026 GOLF CLUB 

REGISTRATION: 7:30 AM 

SHOTGUN START: 9:00 AM 

15957 Forest Gr ens Drive ..,. 
Triangle, VA 22172 

R. R
I ll 

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION ENTRY FEES SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

• 
0 
0 
0 

REGISTRA ION & CHECK-IN 

7:30 AM 

SHOTGUN START 

9:00 AM 

FORMAT 

CAPTAIN'S CHOICE 

PRIZES & GAMES 

• 1st, 2nd & 3rd Place Teams
• Closest to the Pin
• Longest Drive (M n & Worn n)
• Putting Contest

SUPER TEAM TICKET - $100 

$105 
PER PLAYER 

$400 
PER TEAM 

INCLUDES: 

✓ 18 HOLES OF GOLF WITH CART

✓ RANGE BALLS
✓ AWARDS BANQUET

50/50 CONTESTS HECKEL HOLE 

• 1 Mulligan per player

* 1 Toss per player

$5 ENTRY FEE PER EVENT 
WIN ER GETS HALF 0 PROC(.(OS 
COLL£CTED fDR UCH EVENT: 

$5 DONATION 
l'. .le the Heckel Hole 
challenge nd help 
support our veterans! 
All proceeds benefit 
VFW progr ms 

* 4 Raffle tickets per player

* 3 ft of String-cutoff po •
com 

SCAN TO DONATE 

OR SPONSOR TODAY! 

EVERY CONTRIBUTION 

MAKES A DIFFERENCE! 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS AND OUR COMMUNITY! 

https://givebutter.com/1503golf26


https://givebutter.com/1503nyc


mailto:george.johnson@dvs.virginia.gov
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/55/


Join the 
community!

IMPACT OVERVIEW

Veteran 
gamers.

2,250+
answering VA benefits 
questions daily.

DEDICATED VFW
SERVICE
OFFICER

have leveraged CTG to start
gaming nights – one building 
a gaming room to support 
student veterans.

4VFW
POSTS

5 VETERANS’
LIVES SAVED
during crisis by 
using connections 
made through CTG.

GAMES

Combat Tested Gaming (CTG) has become the fastest-growing veterans gaming community in 
America. We are approaching 2,500 veteran gamers on our Discord server and streaming 
gameplay on our Combat Tested Gaming Twitch channel. Join our Discord community to 
connect with other veterans and active duty server members who play your game of choice! 
Subscribe to our Twitch and YouTube channels to watch our gameplay and experience the thrill 
and camaraderie of our gamers.

CTG has quickly succeeded in reaching its early objectives. Now, as we look to the future, we set 
our sights on becoming THE leader in the veteran gaming space by continuing to promote the 
program and through partnering with a veteran-owned company which specializes in building the 
gaming infrastructure needed to support our growth and long-term success. 

Data from March 2025

- Rocket League
- Call of Duty
- Call of Duty: Warzone
- World of Warcraft
- Valorant
- Madden
- MLB: The Show
- Rainbow Six Siege
- NBA 2K
- Helldivers 2
- Apex Legends
- Fortnite
- League of Legends
- The Finals
- EA Sports FC
- And more! We are adding

games consistently.
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Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1503
14631 Minnieville Road
Woodbridge, Virginia  22193

vfw1503vfw1503..orgorg

Next Monthly Meeting

July 15th

https://1503movies.vfwus.org
https://1503movies.vfwus.org



