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Team,
     Greetings and Salutations.  Spring is finally here,
but like anything in Northern Virginia not as warm as
we would like it, but at least it’s here.  The perfect
time for early reseeding, flower bed preparation, and the gathering of
special tools and equipment that will ensure your yard is kept flawless
throughout the year.
     But before we go any further let’s look back on the past month and
learn of all the exciting events that took place in our VFW Post 1503.  It
was indeed a month of vibrant celebrations, and meaningful, and
important milestones for our organization and our community.
     Our District 10 meeting was conducted on 3 March here at Post 1503 and presided over by our very own
Mr. Ken Wiseman, 10th District Commander and current National Council of Administration member.  We
welcomed 9 other different Post commands within District 10 to dine and discuss matters about the running
of the district.  We finished the session with an awards ceremony for those Voice of Democracy (VOD),
Patriots Pen (PP), and TOY awardees who were chosen as our District candidates and forwarded to State-
level competition.
     On 9 March our
commitment to supporting the
youth of our community was
evident during the Blue n Gold
Banquet, where we celebrated
the achievements and growth of
our Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.
The values of leadership,
citizenship, and service
exemplified by Troop 1919 were
truly inspiring at their Court of
Honor ceremony held on 13
March.
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CANTEEN HOURS: Mon 12 PM - 11 PM • Tues 12 PM - 12 AM • Wed 12 PM - 11 PM
Thur 12 PM - 12 AM • Fri 12 PM - 12:30 AM • Sat 9 AM - 12:30 AM • Sun 9 AM - 7 PM
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Service Officer . . . . . . . . . . Raymond Bailey
House Committee Chair . . . Lionel Ward
Past Commander . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Levitt
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     On 13 March, during an Installation dinner brimming with pride and anticipation, we welcomed new
officers for both the Military Order of the Cooties (MOC) and the Military Order of the Cooties Auxiliary
(MOCA).  Their dedication and commitment to service promise to bring fresh energy and perspective to our
cherished organizations.
     Moving forward on 17 March, we embraced the spirit of the Irish with all the trimmings and colors of St.
Patrick’s Day.  It was a joyous occasion filled with laughter, music, and perhaps a bit of luck of the Irish.  These
moments of shared celebration strengthen the bonds within our VFW family.
     The joy of Easter was felt throughout our post as the Auxiliary hosted a delightful Children’s Easter Party
for all our members here at Post 1503.  It was heartwarming to see the smiles and excitement on the faces of
our youngest members.  As Easter Sunday arrived, we came together for a wonderfully special meal in the post
canteen, sharing in the spirit of renewal and hope that this holiday embodies.  Upcoming events like the Flag
Retirement Ceremony, Auxiliary Cornhole Tournament, Cub Scout Bike Rodeo, VFW Pub Crawl, and
MOC/MOCA Flea market are sure to bring many more lasting memories.
     And finally, Comrades don’t forget to review the revised VFW Post 1503 Bylaws we will vote on at the 17
April 2024 meeting.  To access, first, go to vfw1503.org.  In the top right click Login, then click Members Only.
Enter your VFW Member Number for the Member ID # and your last name with the first letter capitalized
for your Password.  This will take you to the Members Only page.  Click Documents, then Proposed Bylaws
Changes 3-20-2024 to view the proposed Bylaws changes.

Upcoming Events in April 2024
6 April – Flag Retirement Ceremony – 1000 – see flyer for directions
13 Apr – Auxiliary Corn Hole Tournament – 1100-1600 Pavilion/Parking Lot
17 April – VFW Post Elections – 1200 - 1900 – Post Front entrance
20 April – Cub Scout Pack 1373 Bike Rodeo (back parking lot) 1300-1700
20 April – Post 1503 Pub Crawl, 1330 – 2000, followed by DJ Joe Clay at the Post
27 Apr – MOC/MOCA Flea Market – Pavilion – 0800-1600

     And as we move forward into April, let us continue to stand together, united in our commitment to
supporting veterans and their families.  We are grateful for your ongoing support and dedication.  Together, we
make a difference.  As always stay safe, continue to recruit, and be kind to others.  Speaking of recruiting, Post
1503 recruited 29 new members during March, an outstanding achievement that continues to place us at the
forefront of recruiting.  And remember, first impressions are lasting and mean everything.  To stay informed
watch for emails via Constant Contact and check out what is happening on our post website and Facebook
page.  In addition, continue to review all the latest happenings and pictures from VFW Post 1503 events.

Bernie Carter
Post Commander

cdrpost1503@vfwva.org
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Hello Auxiliary 1503 members and
happy April! 
     Hoping the cold and wind are
behind us!  The greenest grass and the
beautiful flowers sure are a lovely sight.
     Welcome to our newest members,
Edward, Mary, Sandra, Shavonda,
Kathryn, Myra and Judy.  Please plan to
attend our monthly meetings!  Our March meeting was very well
attended, with 46 members!  Our membership is currently at 1,093 - let
us keep up the recruiting and finish strong!  Remember our recruiter challenge – if you recruit ten or
more new members {7/31-6/30}, you will earn $100!!
     March breakfast was at Post 1503, so that we could fill Easter eggs after.  We had three full tables, with
seventeen total.  Fourteen Auxiliary members, two Comrades and one family member.  There was as much
conversation as there was food!  Breakfast this month is the 20th.  Time and location TBD at our meeting.
     Our annual Easter Party & Egg Hunt was a lot of fun!  With a record-breaking twenty-four volunteers –
everything went extremely smooth!  Fifty-three kiddos and their families enjoyed refreshments and a visit
from the Easter Bunny and then the cakewalk!  THE cakewalk, the kids seem to enjoy this game the most, and
always look forward to it at each of our parties.  Finally, three different age groups set off outside to collect up
the 1,500 filled eggs, and they did it in less than five minutes!  Thank you to ALL the volunteers and to Ken, for
bringing the bunny suit to life!
     On 29 March, several Auxiliary members attended the National Vietnam War Veterans Day Ceremony at
the post.  It was an honor to greet each of the Comrades, thank them for their service and again, welcome
them home.
     VFW Post 1503 will conduct a Flag Retirement Ceremony {NEW LOCATION} on 6 April and several
Auxiliary members will be there.  If you would like to attend, please see the flyer in this newsletter.
     Annual Auxiliary CoRnHoLe tournament FUNdraiser is 13 April.  Come join us and bring a friend or
seven!  Open to the public and $20 gets you signed in to play and includes food & beverages!  See flyer for
additional information.
     Our Auxiliary is participating in a ‘Fill the Bag Fundraiser’ for the Department of Virginia Auxiliary’s Ways
and Means Fund.  We have two thirty-one™ bags that need donated items!  If you would like to contribute,
please bring items to our monthly meeting from April – May.  Wine, spirits, candles, food items, books, gift
cards, etc.  The bags containing our donated items will be raffled off at the June convention.
     Department of Virginia VFW & Auxiliary June Convention: 12-16 June.  Fort Magruder
Hotel and Conference Center, 6945 Pocahontas Trail, Williamsburg,
VA: phone 757-220-2250.  Room Rates are $139.00 per night.  Book
NOW, as rooms go fast!  The convention is a great time to meet
VFW & Auxiliary members from across our great state, learn more
about the Auxiliary and have fun while doing it!
     VFW & Auxiliary National Convention: Louisville, KY
July 27 – August 1.

DID YOU KNOW?
    MEMBERSHIP - Per section 104 of the Podium
Book, Members in Good Standing:

Annual members who have not paid their dues by 31 DEC
are no longer a member in good standing.
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VFW AUXILIARY
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kelli Levitt
Sr. Vice President . . . . . . Deborah Nichols
Jr. Vice President . . . . . . . Monika Walczyk
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pamela Flores
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karla Coker
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Alicea
Conductress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan Kiecker
Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gloria Wiley
1st Yr Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . Patty Wootten
2nd Yr Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . Gina Powers
3rd Yr Trustee . . . . . . . . . . Rita Maldonado
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venee Alicea
Patriotic Instructor . . . . Kimberly Murray

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

4



     If you have not paid – please do so ASAP!!!  IF you are unsure, please check your membership card and
reach out if you have questions!  You can leave your payment ($25) with the bartender, renew online in
MALTA, or mail to our treasurer – Karla Coker • 13212 Trails End Court • Manassas, VA 20112  If you wish to
remain a member of VFW Auxiliary 1503, you must renew!! vfwauxiliary.org
     VFW Store Orders are placed every quarter, and our Auxiliary covers shipping!  Next order will be
placed after the March meeting.  Orders will not be accepted without an order form and payment in full.
     Pictures of available items are here:  Store Items
     Order form is here:  Store Order Form
     If you would like to receive the monthly Department Communications electronically, you may do so here –
vfwauxva.org
     To sign up for Auxiliary 1503 Chaplain alerts – please contact Chaplain Michael at
Auxiliarychaplain1503@gmail.com
     If you have not attended a meeting since joining, please do so!  We have a welcome bag for you and would
like to meet you!
     As always, if you have questions, concerns, comments or you are in need of assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me or any of our officers – we are here to help.  I look forward to seeing you at our
monthly meeting, if not sooner!

Loyally, Kelli Levitt
VFW Auxiliary 1503 President

itsmekelli@aol.com • 703-895-8855

Please continue to reach out to those who are ill, struggling or lost.
~ NO ACT OF KINDNESS, NO MATTER HOW SMALL, IS EVER WASTED ~ aesop

Please like and follow our Facebook page!!  VFW Post 1503 - Auxiliary

VFW POST 1503 INTERVIEW PROJECT

You are invited to follow along as VFW Auxiliary 1503 member
Elizabeth continues her interview series.  Her writings will grow
into a collection of the rich histories and experiences of our
beloved combat veterans.  Please click HERE to read her
interview with Eugene

If you would like to share your story, you may reach Elizabeth at
mrs.elizabeth.marlowe@gmail.com
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https://files.constantcontact.com/65f1af8a201/95fced20-458d-4711-a34a-4976def01bd8.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/65f1af8a201/386aef1f-e42c-4704-9d2b-9cfa7d136722.docx
www.vfwauxiliary.org
www.vfwauxva.org
https://vfw1503.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=97882
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     Greetings all and thank you for welcoming me into the VFW family.  I look forward to meeting many of
you as we go forward.  My turnover time with Mr. Meehan went extremely well, and I feel confident that we
can continue to provide world class service to our members.
     But now, I want to personally thank John for his many years of dedicated service.  He was a beacon to
many members and employees during his tenure.  As, you walk past The Table of Knowledge, remember the
pioneers and the tables meaning.  John may be retiring but he will still be around.  “John Meehan, we salute
you.”

Nicholas Whyte
General Manager

Facility & Canteen Operations

FACILITY HAPPENINGS

MOC / MOCA
     Greetings from the MOC/MOCA!  We didn’t have a March scratch, but the MOCA
did.  We wanted to get straight to enjoying our officer installation and dinner!  A special
shout-out to our kitchen staff for providing another great dinner!  Congratulations to all
our newly elected officers in the MOC and MOCA!  Romeo will continue crummy work
with Pam in her first year at the helm.  What a great, lousy year to come!  Check out the photos from the
installation on our social media page.
     Check out the flyer about the MOC/MOCA Flea Market in this newsletter!  The Flea Market will be held
in the pavilion April 27th.  If you are interested in renting a table to sell some goods or donate some well
cared for stuff to the Cooties to sell at our table, please let us know.  Once again, the Cooties continue our
forever trek in helping comrades and disabled veterans all over in March!  If anyone needs any kind of help
with things, please reach out to the post and get a message to the Cooties.  We are always willing to help with
whatever we can!  If you have the volunteering spirit and drive, you are an ideal candidate for Cootieship!  If
you are interested in learning about the MOC and/or MOCA, please reach out!  From all the MOC and
MOCA, thank you for enabling us to continue in our very important work.  We Are Better Together!

Closer than a Brother, Busier than a Bee!

Charles “Romeo” Marlowe                                                      Laura Adamczyk
MOC Seam Squirrel                                                                                                          MOCA President
romeovfw1503@outlook.com                                                                           lauraadamczyk2@gmail.com
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VFW RIDERS GROUP
     Spring is in the air… some days.  We’re all ready for the warmth to stick
around for the season already.  Our diligent preparation will soon be put to
the test.
     We invite all to join us for our Fun Ride each 3rd Sunday leaving 1 pm
from the Post 1503 pavillion after a route/safety brief.
     Massanutten VFW Post 2447 will be hosting a Spring Rally on May 18th.  More info on VFW 1503 Riders
Facebook.
     Meetings are running smoothly and the next one will be on the 3rd of April, 7 pm in the Post 1503
meeting room.
     Comrades and Auxiliary are both eligible for membership!  All of us are together in our missions.
     For information, check out the “VFW Riders” section of “Programs” on the post’s website, VFW1503.org.

Chapter Motto:  So the road has us surrounded – good!  Now we can ride in any
direction!

Celebrating Hope…
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and pray
to me, and I will listen to you.”  Jeremiah 29:11-12

     It is the Monday after Easter.  How did we all spend Easter Sunday?  Many attended worship services and
spent the day engaged in traditional Easter activities with family and friends.

     Easter is the time of the year Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For Christians, his
resurrection is believed to be the ultimate turning point in history and that his death was in humanity’s place,
making it possible for humanity to be saved and spend eternity with God.

     As the Easter holiday seems so specifically Christian, why is it that non-Christians and believers or
practitioners of other faiths enjoy a variety of activities on this day?  Much like Christmas, many cherished
Easter traditions and festivities have emerged and are enjoyed by both Christians and non-Christians.  Who
doesn’t love a good Easter egg hunt, coloring eggs and eating chocolate?

     Fact is, Easter is celebrated in both religious and secular ways.  So what do the Christian and secular
celebrations of Easter share in common?  Maybe it’s about how the Easter story ends – HOPE!

     We can all believe in the hope associated with Easter, the hope of life beyond this life, a kind of life that
death cannot touch.  We can all glean a powerful message in the Easter story:  In the end there is hope …
even when everything has gone wrong, victory might be just around the corner.

PRAYER:  Almighty God, may we feel the warm embrace of your love on this day.
Remind us that with You, nothing is impossible, and we are never without hope.  Amen

Ed Bennett
Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
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The Battle for Okinawa
     Okinawa is the largest of the Ryukyu Islands, located only 340 miles
from Japan.  Capturing these islands would allow the US military to base
ships and aircraft in the area that could threaten key shipping routes to
bring critical resources to Japan to fuel its war industries and allow US
bombers to base even closer to the Japanese islands.
     The 10th US Army, consisted of the 3rd Amphibious Corps of the US Marine Corps that was made up of
the 1st, 2nd and 6th Marine Divisions and XXIV Corps of the US Army made up of the 7th, 27th, 77th, and
96th Infantry Divisions.  The Army totaled 250,000 combat troops and was supported by the US Navy’s 5th
Fleet.  The Japanese 32nd Army was made up of the 24th, 28th, and 62nd Infantry Divisions, 45th, 59th, and
60th Mixed Brigades and the 27th Tank Regiment, totaled 76,000 soldiers and approximately 40,000 Okinawan
conscripts, they were supported by the 2nd Japanese Fleet.
     The Japanese built successive belts of well-prepared defensive positions and obstacles as they prepared for
possible attack; they took advantage of the terrain and denied all potential flanking routes to the attacking
forces.  Despite a bombing campaign and pre-invasion naval gunfire the vast majority of the Japanese defenses
remain intact since they were away from the beaches targeted for the landings.  On 1 April 1945, the battle
started with the largest amphibious assault of the Pacific Theater.  The beach landings were mostly unopposed
and units quickly achieved their initial objectives and cut the island in two.  The weather for most of May was
hot with unceasing torrential rain, which further benefitted the defenders.  The fighting was usually at close-
quarters and extremely violent.  They faced off in trenches, pillboxes, bunkers and caves.  The 10th Army was
only able to advance 4 miles in the first 7 weeks of the battle.  Once the rains eased up, the 10th Army was
able to advance the final 10 miles of the island in 4 weeks against a weakened enemy.  Prior to the invasion, the
Japanese told everyone on the island that the Americans would kill everyone, even the women and children.
This made the defenders furiously fight as they were gradually pushed out of their defensive positions and
hiding places.  When trapped and out of ammunition some of the defenders and civilians refused to surrender
and committed suicide rather than surrender to the Americans.
     110,000 of the Japanese defenders were killed in action or died and only 7,400 were captured.  The
American casualties were 12,520 killed or missing in action and 36,631 wounded in action.  Not only was the
fighting fierce in the ground, but the Japanese unleashed ferocious kamikaze attacks on the US fleet that
resulted in sinking 36 ships and damaging 386 ships.  The US lost a total of 763 aircraft during the battle.  The
Japanese lost 16 warships and over 7,800 aircraft.  The battle lasted for 82 days.
     This would turn out to be the last battle of World War II.  Allied leaders were afraid of the losses that
would be inflicted if they invaded the Japanese main islands.  The savage nature and scale of battle for Okinawa
led to the decision to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima on 6 August and Nagasaki on 9 August 1945, causing
Japan to surrender on 15 August, ending World War II.
     24 Medals of Honor were awarded for actions during the battle and over 49,000 Purple Hearts were
awarded.

All Gave Some, Some Gave All!
Yours in Patriotism,
Dom Dionne

Commander
Chapter 1775

MILITARY ORDER PURPLE HEART
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     Comrades, I would like to announce my candidacy for Post Commander.  Over the past several years, it has
been my honor and privilege to have held leadership and support positions in the VFW, MOC, and VFW
Riders organizations at the Post, District, and State levels and as a Council of Administration member of the
MOC at the National/Supreme level.  Last year I was awarded All-American and All-State honors as a VFW
District Commander and All-Star honors (MOC equivalent of VFW All-American) as the Virginia Grand
(MOC equivalent of State) Commander.  I have the drive, experience, and background to be an effective Post
Commander for 1503 and would sincerely appreciate your vote and support.

Benjamin “Ben” Guinan

BEN GUINAN FOR POST COMMANDER

     Comrades, I am thrilled to announce my candidacy for the position of Senior Vice Commander for the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1503, the largest post in the world.  With a deep commitment to supporting
our veterans and their families, I am eager to bring fresh ideas and dedicated service to this role.  Together,
let’s honor the sacrifices of our veterans and work towards enhancing the well-being of those who have
served our country.  Your support means the world to me, and I look forward to the opportunity to serve our
community in this capacity.  Thank you for considering me for this important position!

Star Martinez

STAR MARTINEZ FOR SR VICE COMMANDER

     Comrades, I would like to announce my candidacy for Post Junior Vice Commander.  For the past two
years, I’ve been serving as the Post Judge Advocate.  Before that, I spent two years as Post Surgeon.  I’ve also
been serving as a member of the Post Honor Guard, District 10 - 2-year trustee and Chief of Staff, MOC Pup
Tent 14 Tight Wad, MOC Grand Commander, MOC Grand Hospital Chairman, MOC Supreme Council of
Administration Member, MOC Supreme Codeslinger, Post IT Committee Co-Chairman, Department of
Virginia IT Committee Chairman, National Aide-De-Camp, and Webmaster for the Post, District, and
Department as well as managing the information and pictures on the TV in the canteen.  I’m well versed in the
VFW Community Service reporting process (having written the system myself) and stand ready to continue
supporting our Post as I have these past several years.  I look forward to serving as your Post 1503 Junior Vice
Commander and would appreciate your support.

Robert “Check” Adamczyk

ROBERT “CHECK” ADAMCZYK FOR JR VICE COMMANDER
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     Comrades, I would like to announce my candidacy for Post Judge Advocate and am seeking your vote.  I’m
a life member of the post and have been actively supporting post activities since I joined.  For the past year, I
have been the Post Surgeon running a very successful scholarship and teacher of the year program.  Before
that, I was the Officer of the Day, greeting everyone and checking membership cards at the Post meetings.  I
assist regularly at Bingo and try to participate in other activities as much as possible.  I’m familiar with post
processes, policies, and procedures.  I also have a strong background in plans, operations, and project
management thanks to many years of military service.  I am prepared to support the membership and post-
leadership in running the organization.  I look forward to helping keep the post strong and serving you as the
next Post Judge Advocate.

Dan Walczyk

DAN WALCZYK FOR POST JUDGE ADVOCAGTE

     Comrades, I would like to announce my candidacy for Post Surgeon.  I am a United States Navy veteran
and a life member of the world’s largest VFW Post.  I have had the distinct honor to be in service and
supporting Post Blood Drives, Memorial Day and Veterans Day Buddy Poppy drives, Celebration of Life
Services, and Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program.  These service opportunities
afforded me the chance to see the value and impact our Post Programs have in the enrichment of our service
members, veterans, families, and community’s lives.  These events ignite my need to serve my comrades,
community, and Post in a greater capacity.  This chance opportunity allows me to shepherd our health
enrichment programs through community blood drives, partnerships with middle and high school educators
demonstrating the VFW’s commitment to students’ academic excellence through our scholarship essay
programs, and recognition of innovative educators who are committed to the sustainment of academic
excellence.  These experiences and opportunities deepen my allegiance to continue being in service to my
country and community.  I envision being in service as our next VFW Post 1503 Surgeon.  My service will be
reflective of previous-elected Post Surgeons and heroic Marine, LTG Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller.

Shawn Jackson

SHAWN JACKSON FOR POST SURGEON

     Greetings, Comrades.  Last month I announced my candidacy for Post Surgeon with a mention of
“...numerous volunteer roles around the post.”  I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some
additional details.  For several years I have been volunteering, on average, one day per week working bingo in
various roles from floor walking, sales table, and pull-tabs.  For the last three years I have worked Christmas
trees and pre-COVID volunteered to deliver Thanksgiving baskets.  I have worked Buddy Poppies and VFW
Day of Service, have stepped in as needed performing duties of the VFW monthly meeting Officer of the Day
as well as the Color Guard.  In the Cooties, I’m currently serving as Blanket Bum (Sr. Vice equivalent) and was
humbly installed last month as the CCDB (Quartermaster equivalent) for the ensuing year.  Again, I look
forward to being given the opportunity to serve our great post as Post Surgeon and would appreciate your
support.

Kurt Hense

KURT HENSE FOR POST SURGEON
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April 5th

DJ Danny

April 6th

DJ Michael

April 12th

DJ Kelly

April 13th

Susan Flyn Band

April 19th

DJ T-Play

April 20th

DJ Joe Clay

April 26th

Take 3 Band

April 27th

Comedy Night

VFW April EntertainmentVFW April Entertainment
All DJ’s & Bands start at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights

Friday Nights Saturday Nights
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7:30
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Auxiliary

7:00 pm
Post Meeting
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Joe ClayJoe Clay
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MOCA 7:00 pm
MOC 7:30 pm
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Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1503
14631 Minnieville Road
Woodbridge, Virginia  22193

vfw1503.org

Next Monthly Meeting

April 17th
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